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von edt bab eae ii etter Wades. ing that the miraculous part of the history is true. 
Vaees, Sam Oe Coe Celsus, that bitter enemy to Christianity, not only 
allows in his writings (which Origen quotes 
| from) that the New Testament was written by its 
supposed authors, but he clearly acknowledges 
that the miraculous parts really took place. Here 
is an acknowledged evidence, the evidence of an 
enemy, of an enemy of comprehensive mind; he 
acknowledges the miracles were true, and he tries 
to get out of a scrape by pretending that they 





ON THE GENUINENESS AND AUTHENTICITY OF 
THE NEW TESTAMENT. 
(Continued from page 660.) 


I now wish to bring to view certain coinci- 
dences between the contents of the New Testa- 
ment and profane authors, of the same oblique | 
character, and therefore the more indicative of 
truth, and also of certain circumstances which | were caused by magic. In the same way the 
have lately arisen, which develop the truth of | Jewish enemies of Christianity bore testimony to 
the New Testament. In the 17th chapter of | the truth of the Christian miracles! I suppose 
Acts, where Paul visits Athens, he finds altars | you have all heard of the Talmud,—a very curi- 
‘to the unknown God,’’—a very remarkable cir- | ous book written by Jewish doctors in the second 


cumstance ; and then he addresses them in the | and third centuries, and some part of it earlier; 


Areopagus on the plain of Mars, (which was the | it has two parts, the Mishna, which contains all 
place where they met for the purposes of justice, ) | the Jewish traditions, and the Gemara, which is 
and says, “‘‘'he God whom ye ignorantly wor-|a commentary; and the whole is a very volumi- 
ship, him declare I unto you.’ Now, there is | nous work in Talmudic Hebrew, very difficult to 
an ancient Greek author of the name of Philos-| read. In this Talmud there is an attack on 
tratus, who describes certain circumstances which | Christianity, and those Jewish doctors acknow- 
happened in the city of Athens about three hun- | ledge that the miracles of Jesus Christ were true 
dred years before ‘Christ, I believe. A great| miracles; and they get rid of the difficulty, just 
plague arose in the city, and the inhabitants | as their forefathers did, by ascribing them to 
were exposed to great difficulties; at last the} Beelzebub. This, you know, is a poor method, 
plague was stayed, and (says the history) Epi- | for a house divided against itself cannot stand ; 
menes caused altars to be raised in different parts | still, there is the evidence of the enemies of 
of Athens in honor of the unknown Deity by | Christianity to the truth of the miracles. Then 
whom the plague was stayed. Whata beautiful|again there isa very curious evidence in the 
though wondrous coincidence! how satisfactory! | works of Justin Martyr: he wrote a public 
Who that was forging a history would think of | apology for Christianity, addressed to the Roman 
an enemy’s s authors? but it is mentioned in the | emperor, Antoninus Pius; and in this apology 
book of Acts, and that with a sort of candor for|—a public production, addressed to the highest 
which nothing but truth can account. but, you | magistrate of the State—he makes his appeal to 
may say, this evidence applies in a particular | certain records which were in the hands of the 
manner to those parts of the history which are | emperor, and were in the archives of Rome, in 
not miraculous. Many of them do; there was |‘which were recorded the acts of Pontius Pilate. 
nothing miraculous ind Timothy, nor in those | Now, it was known to be the practice of Roman 
altars; but if you read the New ‘lestament you | governors of that day to send home a journal of 
will find the miraculous parts in every portion of | all the particular events, which have been called 
it interwov2n so naturally, interwoven so entire-! the “ acts of Pontius Pilate,’ or of any other 


































































































































































674 
“« Well,” says he, “examine the acts of Pilate,— 
I know that they are in your hands, I know they 
are in the archives of the Roman empire,—and 
there you will find a precise account of the 
miracles and resurrection of Jesus Christ.” 
Now, can any man suppose that Justin Martyr, 
who was a great philosopher and a wise man, 
would be so foolish as to append the whole 
weight of his argument ona point which the 
emperor could have refuted in a moment if it 
had not been true? There can be no question 
that those acts actually existed; that they were 
in the archives of the Roman empire, and did 
contain an account of our Saviour and his resur- 
rection. So that we have abundant evidence 
afforded us by the enemies of the truth; and no 
evidence is better. 

But now let us take the evidence of the friends 
of truth. Not only the four writers of the Gos- 
pels, but all the apostles, were witnesses of the 
miracles and resurrection of Jesus Christ; and 
they went forth in every part of the civilized 
world, and even beyond its limits, as witnesses, 
not merely of certain doctrines, but of certain 
facts on which those doctrines were built. I 


FRIENDS’ 


think we have abundant evidence that these men 
—these twelve men, taking Matthias instead of 
Judas—could not by any possibility be deceived 
about the miracles, in the first place; and then 
[ will show you that they could not be deceivers, 
and you will judge what the alternative must be. 
That they could not be deceived you may judge 


from this cireumstance:—that these men were 
slow of heart to believe the things they did see, 
remarkable for their incredulity, as they state 
respecting themselves, acknowledging their own 
weakness; men very cautious in the reception 
of facts, which is evident in theirhistory. And, 
in the next place, what were the facts? They 
were facts to which they were all witnesses. 
Could they by any possibility be deceived when, 
for instance, the leper, covered with a loathsome 
and incurable disease from head to foot, cast 
himself prostrate on the ground before Jesus, in 
presence of his disciples? ‘If thou wilt, thou 
canst make meclean.” ‘J will; be thou clean ;” 
and immediately his leprosy was cleansed. Could 
any man be deceived in this fact? An eye-wit- 
ness, a deliberate eye-witness, could not be de- 
ceived about that. Was it evidence to be mis- 
taken fora moment, when Lazarus had been 
lying in his grave four days, beginning to putrefy ; 
when a whole company surrounded the grave; 
when the apostles were all about our Saviour, 
when the grave was opened, when the language 
was uttered, ‘‘ Lazarus, come forth,’ and imme- 
diately he that was dead came forth bound hand 
and foot? Here was a factin which no eye- 
witness could possibly be deceived. But take 
the main fact to which they bear testimony, and 
look at it for a short time,—the resurrection of 
our Lord himself. I will venture to say, that 
there is no fact recorded in ancient history, of 
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which we are in possession of such satisfactory 
evidence, as the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. His death, you know, is not only re- 
corded by the evangelists, but by the Roman 
historians, as I have mentioned, and also by 
Josephus, as he has done his resurrection in one 
passage, which we have every reason to consider 
genuine. (Call to mind the extreme publicity of 
the death of our Lord Jesus Christ; remember 
the reputation that he had obtained among all 
the people; remember the mighty multitudes 
who followed after him into the wilderness ; think 
of the amazing effect which his doctrine, and all 
the miracles he wrought, must have produced on 
the minds of the people in general : then remem- 
ber that he was betrayed into the hands of his 
enemies; that he was crucified on Mount Calvary ; 
that the circumstance was of the most notorious 
description. And when did ittake place? Du- 
ring the feast of the Passover, when thousands 
and tens of thousands of Jews from every part 
of the country were assembled at Jerusalem. 
And at what time of day? At noonday: for 
three noonday-hours—from twelve to three—he 
remained on the cross, two notorious criminals 
being crucified at the same time. Now, we are 
perfectly aware, even in this country, of the pub- 
licity of these scenes, and of the vast multitudes 
of people thronging to witness them; and we 
have no doubt that all Jerusalem, as we may 
say, was poured out to witness the public death 
of our Lord. No event was ever more public— 
no event was ever more marked—than the death 
of Jesus Christ on the cross: and it was a very 
remarkable circumstance, that there was also a 
peculiar investigation into this subject as it hap- 
pened in the order of Providence. You know 
the day that was to come next was a high Sab- 
bath, and the Jews were anxious that the legs of 
the criminals, as they called them, should be 
broken, that their death should be accomplished 
and their bodies be removed before the coming 
in of the Sabbath. Pilate sends his soldiers for 
the purpose, and, when they come and examine 
Jesus, they brake not his legs: and why? For 
he was dead already. They came and examined 
him, and found him dead ; and then, with a sort 
of wanton barbarity, they plunged a spear into 
his side, and there came thereout blood and 
water; and therefore we may rest assured, that 
even if death had not taken place, death must 
have taken place after the infliction of that addi- 
tional wound. So that there is the most precise 
and marked evidence of the fact. Well, he is 
committed to the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea ; 
the seal of the Roman governor is placed on the 
tomb; the soldiers of the Roman government 
are posted as watchers; at the appointed hour 
the seal is broken; the watchers are scattered ; 
the stone is removed; the Lord is risen; the 
angel in white (or two angels) is found sitting in 
the sepulchre; Jesus appears first to Mary and 
converses with her; then to Peter; then to the 
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two disciples, as they were going to Emmaus ; 
that same evening, being the first day of the 
week, to the ten apostles, (Thomas Didymus not 
being there;) on the following week to all the | 
apostles, including Didymus; then, as Paul 
testifies in the 15th chapter of the Ist Corin- 
thians, to five hundred brethren at once; and all 
those persons were witnesses of our Lord’s resur- 
rection. And he was subjected to close personal 
examination ; that doubter, Thomas—that man 
who would not believe unless he saw with his 
own eyes, who would not believe unless he saw 
the wounds, the print of the nails in his hands 
and feet, and the wound in his side,—our Saviour 
showed him his hands; his finger was put into the 
prints of the nails; his hand was put into the side 
of our wounded Saviour; he was personally 
examined : and [ will say that, without this ex- 
amination, with all those facts before them, the 
apostles could not possibly be deceived as to that 
fact. It is morally impossible, even if one man 
could by any strong delusion of vision have been 
deceived in so ostensible and obvious a fact as 
this, that twelve men could by any possibility be 
deceived. 





(To be concluded.) 


QUERIES FOR WOMEN FRIENDS. 
FOURTH QUERY. 


Is it the care of all Friends to be frequent in reading the | 
Holy Scriptures; and do those who have children, | 
servants, and others under their care, train them up in 
the practice of this religious duty ? 


Is it your earnest care to read 
The Bible for your daily need? 
By watchfulness towards those around, 

Are children in this practice found? 
Do you those gospel truths impart, 
Which warm and stimulate the heart, | 
That God’s own precepts may engage 
An earnest search, from youth to age? 
Do Friends their household servants train, 
The frequent duty to maintain, 

That Holy Scripture may be brought 

To occupy their daily thought, 

And all within your circle share 

The influence of maternal care? | 
O! in this solemn, sacred charge, 
Responsibilities are large. | 
Is it your anxious prayer each day, 
To know God’s will, and to obey ; 

To read this book, (of books the best,) 
And bring each motive to its test ? 

To ask His counsel; and that light 
Which turns our blindness into sight ? 
Friends ! it is faith in Christ alone 
Gives access to the Father’s throne: 
Birthright! profession ! never can 

Give the new birth to fallen man: 
Another nature must be given 

If we would taste the joys of Heaven. 

May He, who can your labors crown, 

And send the Holy Spirit down, 

Fresh from His own exhaustless vine, 

Change all your water into wine: { 
And cause the fruits of faith and love 
To ripen for the courts above. } 
The Bible brings that gospel sound 
In which the sinner’s hope is bound, 





And speaks to every tongue and nation, 
‘ Hear, and accept the great salvation.’ 


FIFTH QUERY. 


Are Friends faithful in bearing our Christian testimony 
against receiving and paying tithes, priest’s demands 
and those called Church Rates ? 


Are you by faithful conduct led, 

When priests demand to share your bread ? 
When those who bind themselves to preach, 
Rob you, the flocks they never teach ? 
And when you are by rates oppress’d, 
Which put your conscience to the test, 
Do you, for Jesus’ sake, refuse 

The property they wish to use? 

And do you meet the bold distraint 

With silence, or subdued complaint? 
When various things of household store 
Are captured to be seen no more, 

And goods with which you grieve to part 
Are offered in the public mart — 

Do you, dear Friends, by Christian grace, 
With meekness all these hardships face ? 
Tis well when humble faith is given 

To wait the sure redress from Heaven: 
From Holy Writ new strength to take 
When you are wrong’d for conscience sake. 
’Tis well to search the sacred page, 

For deeds of apostolic age, 

That all your actions may be fraught 
With precepts inspiration taught— 

And every motive proved the best, 
Drawn from indisputable test. 

Think how your Saviour meekly died, 
The sport of envy, scorn and pride: 

And though your patience may be torn 
Ofttimes by many a cruel thorn, 
Remember how He bore it all, 

With angels waiting at His call. 

Dear Friends, your moments hasten on, 
The trying hour will soon be gone. 

Fly to your covert till the blast 

Of every future storm is past. 

Let Christ in all your actions speak. 

Nor from the smiter turn your cheek. 


SIXTH QUERY. 


Do Friends avoid ali vain sports and places of divar- 
sion, gaming, excess in drinking, and other intemper- 
ance ? 


Do you with careful step refrain 
Frotn sports that are absurd and vain? 
From those diversions that would blind 
The tenderer feelings of the mind ? 
From gaming, and unseemly play 

That waste the precious time away? 
Do any love the wanton feast, 

And level reason with the beast? 

Or have you those who lightly pass, 
The bowl, that fills the sparkling glass? 
Nay, surely, Friends, you must be clear 
From things interrogated here; 

Or, to whatever you aspire, 

The brute may claim a station higher. 
O! flee from every bait of sense! 

Shun the wide gulf intemperance! 

And when your passions bear the sway, 
Retire alone to weep and pray. 

The Tempter knows your weakest part ; 
Well ne can ply his subtle art : 

But with the mighty Saviour near, 
You need not fall, you need not fear. 
And when, in smaller things, the mind 








676 FRIENDS’ REVIEW. 





Is to superfluous wish inclined, any sudden change of garb, but to have left off 
~ nee ae apne the cost its ornamental appendages one after another. 

y which simpil y st! . ° i 
Does every Female Head refrain But though the clothing of Friends was at 
From things extravagant and vain ? first not unlike that of other serious persons 
Or does intemperate care betray, in the same circumstances of life, yet, since they 
And speak you Marthas of your day ? were restrained by principle from following the 
Now, if you can the means afford changes of fashion, they soon became singular, 
To spread your hospitable board, s desle div: ‘bea of : being left b 
Still let your moderation tend hot designedly, but of necessity, being leit be- 
To prove the humble-minded Friend. hind by the capricious career of novelty, finery, 
Think how those luxuries, which are found and vanity. When a change has been recom- 
Where pride and wealthiness abound, mended by convenience, simplicity, or economy, it 
Might haply feed, or store the shelves has been adopted ; consequently the general attire 
Of those a3 worthy as yourselves. f Friends in th dae i — + whee 
Dear Friends ! in this degenerate day, of Friends in the present day 1s not just what 1 
Turn back, and seek the narrow way, was even fifty years ago. Industry too has led 
And let your Christian sign unfurled to affluence, and affluence to indulgences, which 
Be “ self denial,” not the world. have produced among many, it must be admitted, 
The Tempter will your power defy ; more costliness of attire, and closer assimilation 
But if you keep your standard high, to th ling habits of th ld. than t 
Cleaving to Christ with steadfast mind, o the prevailing habits o t e world, than true 
You still may say, “ Get thee behind.” Christian simplicity would justify. It is evident, 


however, that the avoiding of mere ornament is 
by no means inconsistent with some variety in 
On the Duty of Christian Simplicity and Plain- the quality and cost of garments, according to 
ness in language, dress, and behaviour, accord- the means and station of individuals, or with that 
ing to the views of the Society of Friends. By cleanliness and neatness, so becoming intelligent 

Joun AQLEN. and sensitive beings. Many of the fashions in 
dress are inconvenient, absurd, and even immod- 
est, and therefore have nothing to excuse, much 
less to recommend them. 

If then the simple attire of Friends has be- 
come singular, the fault, if such it be, is charge- 
able to those who have followed the guidance of 
changeful fashion, and not to themselves who 
have remained comparatively stationary. While 
they fee] that there is no virtue in any particular 
form of dress, they believe that plainness, as a 
testimony against a vain and inconstant world, is 
a highly important duty. Were they now to 
, ; . conform to the present usual mode, and adhere 
parel, as tending to foster worldly-mindedness to it, there is little or no doubt that in a few 
and sin, and have felt it their duty to observe years there would again be a marked difference 
habits of simplicity and moderation, in obedience | j, appearance, between them and the major part 
to the restraints of the Spirit of Truth. of the community ; so that they could only escape 

Our predecessors were marked by the weighti- | singularity by adopting the ever-changing fashion 
ness of their spirits, and the seriousness of their! of the day. 
behaviour ; but it does not appear that, when| If we look at some of the results of such a 
they united together in religious fellowship, they | course, we shall find them to be evil in many re- 
adopted any particular costume, or dressed differ-| spects. Time is thus wasted, which ought to be 
ently from other sober people of the day. They | employed in works of philanthropy and charity, 
were not charged with singularity in dress, as|in intellectual improvement, in social duties, in 
they were in language ; hence it may be concluded religious reading and meditation ; for all which 
that in personal appearance they were very| time, an account will be required from each of 
similar to those around them: they declined, | us at last. Money is misused, by being expended 
however, the use of needless ribbons, of lace, | in articles of ornament, as costly as they are use- 
gaudy colors, and mere ornaments, which were | less, and in frequent changes in order to keep 
worn largely by fashionable persons: it was the! pace with the prevailing modes, instead of being 
absence of these, and not any peculiar cut of the | applied to feed the hungry, cover the naked, and 
clothes, which, as George Fox says, distinguished | comfort the distressed ; for, as William Penn truly 
them as Quakers. He recommended plainness, | remarked, the expense of the trimmings of the 
frugality, usefulness, and decency, in opposition | vain world would suffice to clothe the naked one. 
to their contraries, but nothing more; and he| But above all, the thoughts and affections, in- 
himself, perhaps from motives of economy, often | stead of being set on the adorning of the mind, 
wore a leather dress. When William Pennj|on objects worthy of intelligent and immortal 
joined the Society, he seems not to have made’ beings, are degraded and misapplied to merely 


(Concluded from page €69.) 


Secondly, As to Dress :—Another branch of 
Christian simplicity is plainness in attire, result- 
ing, as in language, from that seriousness of mind 
which, intent on heavenly things, shuns the 
vanities and allurements of the world as destruc- 
tive snares. Faithful Christians, in successive 
ages of the church, from Christ and his apostles 
downward,—distinguishing between useful cloth- 
ing to promote comfort and health, and useless 
ornaments to gratify personal vanity—have testi- 
fied against outward adorning and pride of ap- 
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personal adorning; in order to gratify vanity, 
and to attract the regard of the worldly-minded, 
producing many evil results. 

Indulgence in gay attire is condemned by the 
general tenor and spirit of the New Testament, 
and by some of its direct precepts. How much 
is embraced in the command, ‘‘ Be not conformed 
to this world, but be ye transformed by the re- 
newing of the mind!’ And we are assured 
that ‘‘ the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the 
eye, and the pride of life, are not of the Father, 
but of the world.” Theapostles Paul and Peter, 
in very particular terms, forbade the female be- 
lievers from using plaited or embroidered hair, 
gold, pearls, and costly array ; and recommended, 
in their stead, good works, and a meek and quiet 
spirit,—ornaments of great and intrinsic value 
While gay clothing frequently leads into great 
temptations, and further departures from the nar- 
row path of self-denial; a plain attire, on the 
contrary, proves to many persons an early and 
encouraging step in that path; a check against 
hurtful company and vain amusements, and is 
to some extent a safeguard to the youthful and 
inexperienced, from much that is frivolous, dis- 
sipating, and sinful. Though often felt to be a 
trial and sacrifice of the feelings and will; yet 
if it be borne in the service of Him who endured 
the cross and despised the shame for the sake of 
his followers, it proves a wholesome discipline to 
the mind; and, when maintained in a proper 
spirit, strengthens it against yielding to self- 
gratification, thus serving as an important acces- 
sary to high Christian principle. 

The Redeemer’s yoke is declared to be easy, 
and his burden light,—a truth which is confirmed 
by the simple-hearted Christian in every age ;— 
while the yoke and burden of the vain, fashion- 
able, dissipated world, to say nothing of the overt 
sins which often follow, are ‘harassing to the mind 
and conscience, destructive of true peace, en- 


found to be insupportable. 

Thirdly, As to Behaviour :—Plaiuness of be- 
haviour is understood by Friends to imply prin. 
cipally a non-compliance with the customary prac- 
tices of taking off the hat, bowing the body, or 
using other complimentary tokens of honor and 
submission to our fellow-creatures, so generally 
observed in the world. While to uncover the 
head, and to bow the knee, in devout reverence 
to the Divine being, are acts of obeisance due 
from every one; our faithful predecessors felt 
that, as in the case of words, so in this of actions, 
it was decidedly improper to pay the same marks 
of respect to mortal man as to the Supreme Majesty 
on high. ‘Stand up, I myself also am a man, 
was the impre ssive language by which the apostle 
Peter rebuked Cornelius, who showed him undue 
reverence. And the angel described by John said 
to him, under similar circumstances, ‘ See thou 
do it not, Iam thy fellow-servant ; worship God.” 
The example of Mordecai, who bowed not nor 


. : 7 | stand or fall. 
couraging to evil passions, and’ at the end are} 
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did reverence to Haman, isa striking example 
of obedience to duty, in firmly refusing to pay 
insincere marks of honor to the vainly great. 
While a testimony against insincerity and ser- 
vility in behaviour is maintained by the watchful 
Christian, he will also feel the pleasure and the 
obligation to be courteous to all men. True cour- 
tesy, whether of language or behaviour, does not 
consist in complimentary phraseology or bodily 
obeisances : it carries the evidence of its own sin- 
cerity to the heart of the thoughtful and candid. 
Plainuess of behaviour is not confined to ab- 


| staining from the practices already noticed ; it 


embraces also that seriousness of deportment, 
contrasted with levity and trifling, which becomes 
a responsible being; it is the effect of sincerity 
of mind on the daily life, instead of the flatter- 
ing dissimulation, which the mere worldly man 
expects and shows. He whose heart is actuated 
by the love of God and his neighbor, can neither 
fail to be courteous, nor stoop to be adulatory, to 
his fellow-man. He who feels that he is a feeble 
being, surrounded by powerful temptations, and 
assaulted by an unwearied adversary, but con- 
tending for a glorious immortal prize,—and who ~ 
is there that ought not so to feel ?—may well be 
thoughtful and serious, lest he fail in the con- 
flict. “But, if faithful, he will often be filled with 
a heavenly peace, and an innocent cheerfulness, 
which the world can neither give nor destroy ; 
as far removed from levity and flattery as from 
melancholy and incivility,—Christian simplicity 
and love, simple-hearted kindness, and true cour- 
tesy being the natural fruits. 

In taking this brief review of the manner in 
which the Society of Friends has been led to 
adopt the practices referred to, we have no wish 
to judge our fellow Christians, but rather to in- 


| vite their candid and serious consideration to the 


To our own Master each of us must 
Religious societies, as well as in- 
dividuals, may have their special missions and 
lines of service to perform ; and we believe, that 
the mission or service of our religious body has 
been, and still is, both marked and useful in 
many respects, and not the least so inthis. That 
we may make an exhibition of our simplicity, as 
well as perform other duties, in a pharisaical and 
self-righteous spirit, is sufficiently obvious; yet 
this affords no reason for conformity to the world, 
its vanity and insincerity. 

It was doubtless in reference to the testimony 
of the whole life and conduct, and not to the 
mere words, that our Lord used that remarkable 
language, ‘‘ Whoso shall confess me before men, 
him will [ also confess before my Father which 
is in heaven ;” ‘* but whoso shall be ashamed of 
me and of my words, of him shall the Son of 
Man be ashamed when he cometh in glory.” 

If it should be thought by any that too much 
stress has been laid on the points under consider- 
tion, the writer may remark, that he has no de- 
sire to give them more than their due weight. 


subject. 
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Though not pleaded for as among “ the weightier 
matters of the law,’’ they are believed to have 
an important bearing on those weightier matters, 
and to be among the things which “ ought not 
to be left undone,” by the self-denying disciple 
of the lowly Jesus. While other branches of 
Christian duty are often enforced, these are rarely 
brought under notice ; yet all, whether esteemed 
more or less important, which are truly based on 
the ground of conformity to the holy pattern and 
precepts of Christ and his apustles, are integral 
parts of the system of Christian morals, and, as 
such, have strong claims on our faithful and con- 
sistent adoption. 

Consistency is a word of extensive import, 
which may well lead many of us to examine what 
characters we maintain under different circum- 
stances of daily occurrence. ‘‘ Happy is he who 
condemneth not himself in that thing which he 
alloweth.” If our simplicity be sincere and of 
real value, proceeding from a sense of duty and 
from the fear of the Lord, it will be carried out 
into our general conduct and habits of life. It 
will influence our desires, and appear in the char- 
~ acter of our houses and furniture, our provision 
for the table, our establishments, and even our 
enjoyments. Truthfulness and sincerity will 
regulate our conversation, our reading, and cor- 
respondence. “QOur ‘moderation would be 
known unto all men,” and show itself in every 
position,—in business and in recreation, at home 
and abroad, whether in prosperity or adversity, 
in the domestic circle, or on the platform of 
public life ; and each of us would be enabled, in 
all humility, to adopt the words of the apostle 
Paul, “ My rejoicing is this, the testimony of my 
conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, 
not with fleshly wisdom but by the grace of God, 
I have had my conversation in the world.” 


it is something better than a hobby, in their 
meaning of the term. 

“Every man has his hobby,” is a phrase of 
every day occurrence ; and if the terms be right- 
ly understood, if the object on which more par- 
ticularly his heart is set be a good one, why 
should he not have a hobby? The truth is, 
that to those who have been most spoken against 
as having their hobbies, the world has owed 
much of its improvement. It has been by hav- 
ing some specific end in view, and by looking at 
it, and laboring for it, that any one has been 
able to do any thing valuable to his country or 
his kind. Those who are your universalists in 
the sense that they care for all things equally, 
are not likely to care much . for any thing, or to 
leave their impress for good any where. We 
would rather far have a man with a hobby as to 
some good object, even although, in the prosecu- 
tion of it, he should go a little beyond the bounds 
of strict prudence occasionally, than we would 
have a man, who, with a professed horror for 
being thought to have a hobby, and with a loud 
cry about propriety, should let eyils exist, and 
multiply, and continue, without any effort to 
meet, neutralize, or remove them. Those who 
are spoken of slightingly or sneeringly as having 
a hobby, are not unfrequently those who, having 
a strong conviction of duty, as to one particular 
object which has been brought specially before 
them, have set themselves to the discharge of 
that duty, to the accomplishment of that object, 
in the removal of an evil or the promotion of a 
good. 

It is so with temperance reformers, and with 
ourselves as such. We have a deep impression 
of the mischief which intemperance is producing. 
We feel it our duty to do what we can to stay 
that evil, and check its progress, or altogether to 
root it out. How this could best be done has 
been the subject of earnest thought. We have 
weighed the matter carefully, and, as the result, 
we have come to the conclusion, that there is 
nothing short of the abrogation of the drinking 
customs and of the traflic, that can accomplish 
this end, and that just as we progress towards 
these ultimate objects at which we aim, so do 
we advance towards the end we seek to gain. 
This is what is characterized as our hobby. If 
by that is meant that we set it specially before 
us, and work hard for it, we grant the soft im- 
peachment. We feel strongly, we desire earnest- 
ly in this matter, and we are very anxious to 
bring others to our views. We care not though 
it be called our hobby, if those who call it so 
will use the term in the only proper sense in 
which it is applicable to us—-so employed we 
should deem it an honorable one—but if they 
should use it otherwise, we shall not break our 
hearts about it. We mean still to go on with 
our hobby, and to mount it as often, and tu press 
it as far as prudence and propriety together, 
dictate. 



































IT’S JUST THEIR HOBBY. 


So say not a few regarding temperance re- 
formers, as they look upon their earnest and 
energetic efforts, which they either cannot account 
for or would disparage. The sense in which they 
so speak we demur to. The meaning evidently 
is, that this temperance cause is a thing which is 
unworthy of effort, or, for being earnest in which, 
no sufficient reason can be given, but that earn- 
estness and effort must be accounted for simply 
on the ground of some notion which had got posses- 
sion of the mind, irrationally enough, it may be, 
at all events, not from any proper cause. Iden- 
tifying ourselves with fellow workers in this great 
movement, we acknowledge that, in one sense, 
the promotion of that movement is and long has 
been our hobby. With some of us it has con- 
tinued so for a full quarter of a century—a fact 
which, in itself, might naturally enough lead to 
the conclusion that we had some good reason for 
it—that it is not the result of mere whim—that 
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We are quite satisfied that our object is a good 
one, even those who differ from us being them- 
selves the judges, and we have the very highest 
authority for saying that “it is good to be zeal- 
ously affected always ina good thing.” We 
should be ashamed of ourselves if, with the 
knowledge we have of the wide spread evils of 
intemperance, and our convictiens of duty in re- 
gard to it, we showed no zeal, and acted so as 
that not even those who hate the movement 
could say of us that it was our hobby. 

It has been by making some one thing a hobby, 
in the good sense of the term—by acting on the 
principle, “this one thing I do’’—that any great 
work has been accomplished. Never has there 
been a great purpose brought to a successful is- 
sue, without this. In Apostolic times, the first 
preachers of the Gospel—the first promulgators 
of Christianity—acted on this principle. Had 
the term been in use in their day, it might have 
been said of them as they went on with their 
work, in fervent zeal and untiring energy, “It’s 
just their hobby.” That, in fact, was said of 
them. And inall the reformations since then, in 
all the great movements, whether moral, reli- 


gious or political, it has held true that success | 


was attained (under God), just by the persistent 
and persevering efforts of those, who having 
strong convictions of duty, made it their one 
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benefit mankind can be so satisfactorily and 
sufficiently aided. At the same time, it is often 
_true, that we can most effectually promote the 
temperance cause, by lending a helping hand to 
those who are seeking the amelioration of society 
by other methods, and by the removal of other 
evils which press thereon. Let not temperance 
efforts be lessened because any choose to say of 
those who put them forth, that they have got 
upon their hobby. Rather let us strive to act 
so, that, in the best sense, it may be true of us, 
that the advancement of this cause is our hobby, 
that it has our heart, and that we are ever ready 
to embrace opportunity for its furtherance. And 
while this is done, let those who have not yet 
adopted our principles and lent us their aid, and 
who are disposed to meet our efforts to convince 
them of duty, and to excuse themselves from 
joining us by saying, ‘“‘ Oh, it’s just their hobby” 
—let these know that though it should be se, 
even in their sense of the term, that makes no 
difference as regards the principles which we 
press upon their notice—no difference as to their 
duty in regard to the evil of intemperance, which 
|so widely abounds. Every one has a duty in re- 
gard to that evil, a duty from which he cannot 
, Shake himself clear, a duty which the conduct of 
no other can excuse him from discharging. The 
evil exists, and he is called on to meet it—to 


great object to aim at the one thing which they | put forth his efforts against it—to do what he 
deemed it their duty to strive after. And the! can for its removal. It will not do, at this time 
temperance movement—whose object is the root-| of day, and with the light which now exists in 
ing out of intemperance, and of all that tends to | the matter, to say, as we press this duty, ‘‘ Oh, 
it—will not be successful until we have much |it’s a hobby of you abstainers and prohibition- 


more of the same sense of special duty, and the | ists,” aud when that is said, to suppose that 
carrying out of it, than we yet have had in the/ there need be nothing more done in the matter. 


way which many call pressing a hobby. There 
may be zeal on the part of some not exactly or 
to the full according to knowledge, but we con- 
fess we would like to see much more zeal than | 
there is. A great deal more will be needed be- | 
fore the end we aim at can be gained. 

Let it not be thought, because we thus write, 
that we desire no energy, effort, or zeal to be 
shown in regard to any thing else except the) 
temperance cause. Such is far from us. Our} 
readers require not to be informed that to the! 
contrary we have often urged. We knowit tobe 
a fact, that temperance reformers have generally 
been foremost in every movement for the good 
of their fellow-men, and that most of those zealous 
in the temperance movement, have been the 
most zealous in these others. But it is quite 


Duty remains the same as ever; and that duty 


| . 
| is, that each doall he can to overcome, suppress, 
| 


root out intemperance, and everything produc- 
tive of it. And let us add, that it were far 
more honorable for any one to be so zealous in 
the discharge of that duty, as to have those who 
are indifferent and callous regarding the welfare 
of their fellow-men taunting him with making it 
his hobby, than to have a place in their ranks, 
and to act as they are doing.— Bristol Temper- 
ance Terald. 


(From the N. Y. Tribune.) 


BARON HUMBOLDT ON AMERICAN SLAVERY. 
A PRIVATE LETTER TO J. FROEBEL. 


Accept, my dear Froebel, if only a few lines, 


consistent with duty to other movements that; my most cordial thanks for your kind letter and 


this one should have special attention. In ad- 
vancing it, we are advancing many more. There | 
is not an effort being made for the promotion of 
the moral or religious interests of the community, 


which is not helped by the progress of our cause, | 


for the gift of an able work on your personal ex- 
periences in America, in which you have sub- 
mitted all classes of society to such a sagacious 
comparison. 

Continue to brand the shameful devotion to 


as there is nothiug more interferes with the ad-| slavery, the treacherous importation of negroes 


vancement of these than the existence of intem- | 
perance, and of all that leads to it; and there is | 
frequently no way in which other attempts to 





nder pretence of their becoming free—a means 
to stimulate the hunting of ‘negroes in the interior 
of Africa. What atrocities have been witnessed 
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by one who has had the misfortune to live from | Meeting to be opened in the 10th month next. 


1789 to 1858! My book against slavery (Politi- 
cal Essay on the Island of Cuba) is not prohibit- 
ed in Madrid, but cannot be purchased in the 
United States, which you call the republic of 
distinguished people,” except with the omission 
of everything that relates to the sufferings of our 
colored fellow-men, who, according to my politi- 
cal views, are entitled to the enjoyment of the 
same freedom with ourselves. Add to this, the 
anathema on other races of men, forgetting that 
the most ancient cultivation of humanity, before 
that of the white Hellenic race, in Assyria, in 
Babylon, in the valley of the Nile, in Iran, in 
China, was the work of colored men, though not 
woolly haired. 

With renewed expressions of the friendship of 
many years, which political events have never 
troubled, 

I am ever your illegible 


Au. HumBo.Lprt. 
Berlin, January 11, 1858. 
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New Enatanp YEARLY MEETING was opened 
on Second day the 14th inst., at Newport, in the 
enlarged and now commodious building pro- 
vided during the past year for its accommodation, 
in conformity with the conclusion, two years ago, 
to continue its location there—as its proposed 
removal to a more central point, which was much 
desired by many of the distant members, and 
which had been for some years under considera- 
tion, was found to be attended with legal difficul- 
ties connected with the title of the property held 
by the Yearly Meeting under the existing act of 
its incorporation by the State of Rhode Island. 

About the usual number of Friends were 
thought to be in attendance, including a pretty 
large proportion of younger members, who seemed 
to be much interested in the occasion. 

Several Friends from other Yearly Meetings 
were also present, including Priscilla Green and 
Mary Nicholson, from London, Olney Thompson 
and Thomas Jay, from Indiana, and James 
Jordan and Phebe Ann Sands, from New York 
Yearly Meeting. 

Epistles from all the Yearly Meetings of 
Friends, except Philadelphia, were read, includ- 
ing the general epistle from London, 3500 copies 
of which were ordered to be reprinted for dis- 
tribution. A committee of correspondence was 
appointed and directed to prepare answers to 


these, and also an Epistle to the Western Yearly | 


The remainder of this session was principally 
occupied by reading from the Reports, informa- 
tion sent up by the different Quarterly Meetings, 
relative to the acknowledgement of ministers, the 
appointment of elders and correspondents, and 
the decease of ministers and elders, during the 
past year. 

Afternoon.—The representatives reported that 
they had united in proposing the reappointment 
of Samuel Boyd Tobey, clerk, and Stephen A. 
Chase, assistant clerk, which was agreeable to the 
meeting. The minutes of last Yearly Meeting 
were read ; also an interesting Report of the Com- 
mittee on the Boarding School at Providence. 
Considerable time was spent in verbal explana- 
tions, and in expression, by a large number of 
Friends, of their interest in the school, and their 
satisfaction with its present condition and pros- 
pects. After which a committee was appointed 
to propose the names of Friends to have charge 
of the Institution the ensuing year. 


Third-day morning.—Soon after the opening 
of the meeting, and a call of the representatives, 
which is daily made, an acceptable visit was re- 
ceived from Priscilla Green and Mary Nicholson. 
Before they retired, Priscilla Green informed, 
that though they did not yet see the time for 
their return to their homes, it was not probable 
they should previously attend another Yearly 
Meeting in this place; and after they left the 
house, a committee was appointed to prepare, as 
usual,a returning certificate. The answers to the 
queries were then taken up, and the considera- 
tion of the state of Society, which occupied most 
of this and the afternoon session, was solemn and 
impressive. Many interesting and appropriate 
communications were made, particularly on the 
great value of the Holy Scriptures, and the duty 
of a frequent and serious perusal of them in 
every family, as well as the importance of care- 
fully excluding pernicious books, and more freely 
introducing those of a useful and improving 
character. Much exercise prevailed on the 
subject of moderation in worldly pursuits, and a 
punctual observance of all engagements. The 
ancient testimonies of our Religious Society in 
these respects were brought into view by reading 
the advices that had been issued from time to 
time, as well as by the excellent and appropriate 
remarks of many Friends. 

Fourth-day morning.—The early part of this 
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session was occupied in deliberating upon a prop- 
osition that had been made to reduce the Board- 
ing School Committee to a much smaller number 
than had been usual, which resulted in the con- 
clusion to direct the nominating committee to 
bring forward the names of only twelve Friends, 
who they believed would be able and willing 
to give prompt and diligent attention to the 
duties of their appointment. The minutes of 
the Meeting for Sufferings were read, and ap- 
peared to be satisfactory. A question then arose 
whether a new nomination should be made, but 
it was decided to continue the same members un- 
der appointment for another year. 

The Report of the committee having care of the 
Penobscot and Passamaquoddy tribes of Indians, 
the treasurer’s report, and several small items of 
business, occupied the afternoon session ; at the 
close of which notice was given thata meeting for 
worship would be held in the eveningat7 4 o’clock, 
at the request of Thomas Jay, Priscilla Green, and 
Mary Nicholson, for the younger members of our 
Society, and such citizens of Newport as might 
be inclined to come ; which was held accordingly, 
and was largely attended. 

Fifth-day morning.—Large and solemn meet- 
ings for worship were held in both houses. 

Afternoon.—The report of the Indian com- 
mittee relative to the natives west of the Mis- 
sissippi was read; and though opportunity had not 
occurred for rendering much aid during the past 
year, either to these or the northern tribes un- 
der their care, it was thought their condition 
had been greatly improved by the labors of 
Friends, and that their prospects were encour- 
aging, particularly in view of the alleged set- 
tled policy of the Administration to locate the 
Indians on smaller reservations, and give them 
severally a fee in their lands, instead of leaving 
them subject, as heretofore, to have them alienated 
by their chiefs, under the influence of bribes or 
other inducements offered by the cupidity of 
speculators, without the freeand fair consent of 
the tribes, which, as their young men alleged, 
greatly discouraged them from improving their 
lands and settling down in a dependence on agri- 
cultural pursuits. 

Certificates for Priscilla Green and Mary 
Nicholson were read and approved, as were also 
endorsements in attendance with 
Epistles to all the Yearly Meetings, 
except Philadelphia, were read, including one to 


for others 
minutes. 


the Western Yearly Meeting in Indiana, greetin 
them as brethren, and tendering them a kind 
and courteous welcome into the family of Yearly 
Meetings. 

The meeting closed under a thankful sense of 
divine favor, which had enabled it to conduct its 
business with harmony and condescension. 


ENGLisH CorRESPONDENCE.—A recent letter 
from afriend in England, mentions that at a Meet- 
ing for Sufferings held in London on the 4th 
ult., it was concluded, should suitable Friends 
offer themselves for the mission, to send a depu- 
tation to Stockholm, Copenhagen and Peters- 
burgh, to plead with the rulers on behalf of 
liberty of conscience, as many persons are now 
suffering bitter persecution in those and other 
partsof Europe. “ Such evident good results have 
flowed,” says our correspondent, “ from former 
efforts of our Society to promote this great object, 
that we are not without hope that more and still 
greater good may follow, if similar efforts be con- 
tinued. 

“John Yeardley, who is liberated to pay a visit 
to the Armenian Christians and the Turkish 
population of Asia Minor, will set out, we ex- 
pect, in two or three weeks, accompanied by 
Jules Paradon, of Nismes, in France, who went 
with the late William Forster to Piedmont. John 
Yeardley was in Asia Minor two or three years 
ago, on his return from the Crimea, where he had 
visited the German Colonists, and would gladly 
have pursued further religious labor there at that 
time, but was hindered. 
now open. 


The door, we trust, is 
It is remarkable and very cheering 
to observe the cordiality with which our Friends 
are received in almost every part of Europe. 
Asia is untried ground, but we have good hope 
that a blessing may rest on their humble labors 
even there. 


“At the last Quarterly Meeting at Leeds, Mary 
Wright, a minister, who formerly resided in Penn- 
sylvania, now in her 103d year, stood up and 
began to preach, but finding a standing position 
painful, she sat down and continued preaching 
for about twenty minutes; her voice was clear and 
distinct, and her sermon, in some parts of it, 
truly impressive.” 

This ancient Friend will be remembered as 
Mary Witchell, by some in this country whose 


!memory extends backward half a century. 








682 FRIENDS’ 


Diep, In Tamworth, (N. H.,) on the 13th of the 11th 
month, 1857, Mary H. Fe.cu, wife of Jedediah Felch, 
in the 57th year of her age; 
Sandwich Monthly Meeting. 

She was a diligent attender of onr religious meet- 
ings when her health would permit, and frequently 
engaged therein to encourage others to a greater 
degree of faithfulness ; a kind neighbor, an affection- 
ate wife and tender mother; evincing a concern to be 
faithful in her social and religious duties. And 
although she was called away very suddenly in an 
unexpected moment, yet her friends have reason to 


believe that,by submission and obedience to the spirit of 


truth, she had witnessed a preparation for the solemn 
close, and that, through the mercy of our heavenly 
Father in our holy Redeemer and Saviour, she was 
permitted to enter into that rest prepared for the 
righteous of every generation. 





HAVERFORD ALUMNI ASSOCIATION. 


The second stated meeting of the Alumni Associa- 
tion of Haverford College, will be held at the College 
on 3d day, 7th month 13th, 1858. 

The business meeting commences at 4 o’clock P.M., 
and the public meeting, at which an address will be 
delivered by Dr. Henry Hartshorn, at 74 o’clock P. M. 

Trains, stopping at Haverford station, leave the de- 
pot at Eleventh and Market Streets, at 3 o’clock and 
4} o'clock P. M., and Market Street, west of 18th Street, 
at 4 o’clock P. M., and a train returning leaves White- 
hall about 11 o’clock P.M. An omnibus will leave 
Broad and Arch Streets for the College at 5} P. M., 
and return about 9 o’clock. 


All ex-students and friends of the Institution are 
invited to attend the public meeting. 


D. Scutt, Jr., Secretary. 


ALMOST HOME. 


Every one must have observed lately the re- 
markable number of sudden deaths. A Christian 
merchant leans upon his wife’s arm to walk across 
his own bed chamber, and falls motionless at her 
feet. A beloved pastor, fresh from the blessed 
scenes of a pentecost in his church, is stricken 
with a paralysis—exclaims, “ this is death,” lies 
down on his pillow, and soon sinks gently into 
the sleep that ‘‘ knows no waking.” A vener- 
able professor is snatched from his theological 
class before he can speak to them his fatherly 
farewell. Even now, while writing this para- 
graph, I hear that an old friend and church-mem- 
ber fell dead a few hours since among the flower- 
beds of his own garden. From all these new- 
made graves a solemn voice whispers, Be ye also 
ready, ‘‘ for now is your salvation nearer than 
when ye believed.” He who writes, and those 
who read this brief article, may be almost home. 

On board ship every one is watching and wait- 
ing for land. Day after day, week after week, 
there has been nothing around them but old 
ocean’s blue and melancholy waste. They are 
thoroughly homesick for the shore. How they 
watch the log as it is drawn up dripping on the 
deck! How they wait for the uplifting of the 
lead! How through the darkness, when night 
comes on, their eyes strain for the first glimmer | 


of the light-house lantern over the dark rolling | 


waters! ‘* Land Ho!” 


an esteemed member of | 








is acry that will lift al years of age, on Fifth-day evening. 
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sick man from his berth. It well nigh breathes 
again the breath of life into the wasting con- 
sumptive. Nearer land is nearer home. Nearer 
home is nearer hearts—nearer happiness. Every 
swing of the ship lifts them onward towards the 
longed for haven. 

Methinks we have heard many cries of land 
ho! lately. Why should it startle us? Why 
alarm us? It only means to the Christian 
ALMOST HOME. It means that the sea-sickness 
of life’s long voyage will soon be over. It means 
that the load of care will soon be taken off our 
shoulders. It means that sin will soon lose its 
wretched hold on us; that grief will ere long 
wring from us the last tear, and affliction will 
soon send its last heart-ache. It means that the 
building of God, eternal in the heavens, is almost 
in sight. Our eyes shall soon see it, built up 
with architecture of massive light! Our feet 
shall soon stand within the gates of pearl. Upon 


our ears shall soon swell the seraphic chorus of 


the redeemed. We shall behold the Lamb in 
the midst thereof, and be forever with the Lord. 
Brother voyager to heaven ! 
every day’s journal of life, “almost home.” 
Hush the anxious worryings of your soul with 
these sweet, soothing words, ‘ almost home.” 
Tell them to your complaining spirit. And asa 


mothercomforteth her weary infant toward night- 


fall with the constant assurance, ‘ we will soon 
be there,” so our beloved Master is continually 
saying to us, ‘Be of good cheer, ye are almost 
home.’ 
“ One sweetly solemn thought 

Comes to me o’er and o’er, 
I’m nearer my home to-day 

Than I’ve ever been before. 


Nearer my Father's house 
Where the many mansions be; 
Nearer the great white throne, 
Nearer the jasper sea. 


Nearer the bound of life, 
Where I lay my burthen down ; 
Nearer leaving my cross, 
Nearer wearing my crown!” 
7. &. ©. 





From the [London] Friend. 
LONDON YEARLY MEETING. 
(Concluded from page 667.) 


The next subject was the discussion, adjourned 
from last year, of the Yorkshire proposition, to 
allow marriages to take place in our meeting- 
houses, where either one of the party is a Friend, 
or where both are out of membership, but con- 

stant attenders of our meetings of worship. We 
sat till eight, and then adjourned the discussion 
till half-past ten to-morrow morning. At the 
morning sitting, Jonathan Grubb was liberated 
to pay a visit to our women Friends, and our 
meeting received a visit from Sarah Al exander ; 

also liberty was granted to Grover Kemp to hold 
a meeting for worship, for those under thirty 
The whole 
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of the rest of this sitting, and the subsequent one 
at four o'clock, were occupied with a further dis- 
cussion of the Yorkshire proposition. The vari- 
ous arguments of the preceding day were reite- 
rated, though a little varied in language. It was 
evident the meeting could not agree to the altera- 
tion proposed whilst opinions were so divided, 
and that on the other hand its rejection altogether 
would give pain to many Friends. It was there- 
fore concluded to refer the whole subject, in a 
free, unshackled manner, to the Meeting for 
Sufferings, to be assisted in their deliberations 
by a deputation to be sent up from every Quar- 
terly Meeting, and to report the result of their 
conference to next Yearly Meeting. 

[It is stated in the British Friend that many 
strongly urged the claims of justice in the matter, 
when speaking in favor of this proposition. 
“For a large proportion of the class of indi- 
viduals designed to be benefited by the contem- 
plated change, the Society hasalready done much, 
having, in its public schools, educated them, and 
imbued their minds with a knowledge of our 
religious profession, and brought them into very 
close intimacy with us. Indeed, they have 
shared all the privileges of the Society, are 
visited by our ministers when on religious ser- 
vice, and are treated in all respects as members, 
except in their not having access to our Meetings 
for Discipline, and no provision being made for 
their marrying in our meeting-houses, according 
to our rules. Having done so much for them, it 
was asked, why shoald Friends stop short where 
they have done? The change proposed confers 
no right to membership, either on the contract- 
ing parties or on their children, and in no wise 
curtails the privileges of members, any more than 
the permission to take an affirmation extended to 
such as are merely of the persuasion of Friends, 
affects the right of members on that head.”’] 

Fifth month 26th.—Met at four o’ clock. 

Soon after the opening minute was read, the 
attention of the meeting was claimed to a subject 
which had obtained some notice last year, rela- 
tive to the latter part of the fourth Query, and 
which was not then fully gone into by the large 
Committee, for want of time. The Clerk inti- 
mated that the friend was entitled to bring the 
subject forward, which he did, by stating that 
as in all the answers to this Query exceptions 
were made, and that there was a great diversity 
of opinion as to the real import of the inquiry, 
whether plainness is synonymous with singularity 
of apparel, and as to what is understood by the 
word behaviour,—he thought it would be bene- 
ficial to the body, and a great relief to many, if 
the words, ‘‘and in plainness of speech, behaviour, 
and apparel,’ were struck out of the query, the 
preceding portion embracing everything that 
Friends could consistently be called upon to 
answer. * 


*The Query now stands thus: ‘“‘ Do Friends en- 


The fourth Query being one on the exact im- 
port of which great diversity of opinion is enter- 
tained, it was necessary, as it always must be, 
for Friends patiently to bear with one another, as 
utterance was given to this diversity. On one 
point the meeting seemed nearly of one mind,— 
that singularity of apparel and plainness of ap- 
parel are not synonymous terms. A slight 
discussion arose on the former part of the Query, 
—what is meant by training up servants as well 
as children in a manner consistent with our 
Christian profession; but the main objections 
were confined to the latter part of the Query, 
which many Friends considered a stumbling- 
block in the minds of our young Friends, and 
though not necessarily, yet it did in reality pre- 
vent them from being so useful in the discipline 
of the Society as they might be ; and it was urged 
that many Friends, consistent in their outward 
apparel, were very inconsistent in the furniture 
of their houses, their carriages, and in various 
other respects ; so that in point of simplicity they 
were not to be compared with the simplicity of 
some young Friends, who could not see it bind- 
ing on them to adopta singularity of appearance. 
With respect to speech, it was contended that 
the terms now in general use had no longer the 
signification attached to them by our predecessors 
—that “‘ mister ’’ did not mean ‘‘ master,” as re- 
presented by some—that the plural number has 
ceased to be a homage to any man, and that 
it was ridiculous in teaching astronomy to have 
no hesitation in using terms that we would ob- 
ject to use on any other common occasion, and 
that if we were strictly to adhere to the opinions 
of our early Friends, we might advocate slavery ; 
since many of them held slaves. Again, it was 
argued that in all Friends there was a great di- 
versity of dress compared with that of fifty years 
back, all having more or less conformed to the 
general dress of the day. 


On the other hand it was stated to be very de- 
sirable that in simplicity of dress Friends should 
have some distinguishing mark from the world at 
large,—that it was a guard to them, and one 
means of preserving them from many temptations, 
and they could not see the hardship of answering 
the Query as it stood ; that it was framed under 
the direction of best wisdom, and was altogether 
in unison with our views as a Christian church. 


Notwithstanding the strong opinions and argu- 
ments of many Friends in support of retaining 
the words, it was evident that some alteration, 
some modification, or some more explicit declara- 
tion as to the import of the Query must be made, 
which the meeting cannot now go into, and at 
last the subject was referred to the same Confer- 
ence as the Yorkshire proposition, for them to 
children, servants, and those under their care, ina 
religious life and conversation, consistent with our 
Christian profession ; and in plainness of speech, be- 


deavor, by example and precept, to train up their| haviour and apparel.” 
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report to the next Yearly Meeting, and we im- 
mediately adjourned to ten to-morrow morning. 

Fifth month 27th.—Met at ten according to 
adjournment. 

The meeting was this morning occupied in 
reading selected minutes from the Meeting for 
Sufferings, embracing correspondence with our 
members in the Southern Hemisphere and in 
France, as well as those holding our principles 
in Norway, which correspondence clearly indi- 
cated the religious aspect of the bodies under the 
care of our Meeting for Sufferings. 

Last year the state of Friends in Norway ex- 
cited a lengthened discussion, from the recom- 
mendation of the Meeting for Sufferings for the 
Yearly Meeting to consider whether the time 
was not come to bring this body into a more close 
connection with this Yearly Meeting. The meet- 
ing did not see its way clearly to do so, believing 
the first step towards such a union should ema- 
nate from them. This year, the meeting ap- 
peared not only to be of the same opinion, but 
very decided in its expression, that under their 
present circumstances, it is best to leave them 
under the guidance of the great Head of the 
Church. 

On the state of our members in the Southern 
Hemisphere coming before the meeting, the 
minute of last year was read, but it did not ex- 
cite any discussion, the meeting appearing to 
think it had better be simply left over. 

A long account of the labors of our friend 
Eliza P. Gurney and her companions [on the 
Continent} was*read, and it is to be printed with 
the selection of the minutes, &c., of this meet- 
ing. 

A lengthened document was~also produced 
from the Meeting for Sufferings on the subject 
of what ought to be the conduct of a Christian 
community towards a country whose inhabitants, 
alluding especially to those of Africa, are only 
partially civilized. The meeting cordially united 
with the sentiments and opinions therein ex- 
pressed, so much so, that a desire to have it read 
again by a few Friends met no encouragement 
from the body. It is to be signed by the clerk, 
and left under the care of the Meeting for Suf- 
ferings to be printed and circulated. 

Some time back, the Meeting for Sufferings 
took the opportunity of the presence of Dr. Liv- 
ingstone in this country, previous to his depar- 
ture as Consul to Africa, to present an address 
to him, which was kindly and thankfully received 
and answered. The correspondence will be 
printed. The meeting seemed glad that such 
an opportunity had occurred, and were entirely 
satisfied with the language of the address, but as 
it was signed only by a few Friends, it appeared 
irregular previous to their names to say, * Signed 
on behalf of the Society of Friends.’’ No docu- 
ment ought to be so styled that did not emanate 
from the body itself, or under its direction. 

It was arranged that the meeting for young 





| Friends should take place this evening at half- 
past six, and that a short sitting of the Yearly 
Meeting should previously be held, commencing 
at four, and then adjourn to ten to-morrow morn- 
ing. 

Fifth month 27th, Ajfternoon.—Proceeded 
with further selected minutes and reports from 
the Meeting for Sufferings, principally relating 
to Robert and Sarah Lindsey’s present engage- 
ment in the Western States of America. Con- 
siderable extracts from their private letters were 
read, containing much graphic and interesting 
information. After attending the Yearly Meet- 
ing of Indiana, they visited many of the scattered 
and remote settlements of Friends, often amid 
considerable difficulties and privations, including 
the eight small and widely separated locations of 
our Society in Kansas. They visited the extreme 
South, and at New Orleans met with several in- 
dividuals connected with Friends, as likewise at 
Mobile. They were intending to proceed north- 
wards again, into still more remote territories, 
entirely beyond any settled meetings of Friends. 

The meeting adjourned at an early hour to 
allow of the meeting for worship for young people 
to be held, in accordance with the concerns of 
Grover Kemp and Eliza Sessions. 

28th. The clerk proceeded to read the remaining 
minutes from the Meeting for Sufferings. These 
related to various subjects, of a very interesting 
character. Amongst them were the minutes re- 
specting the visit of Grover Kemp and his com- 
panions to the West Indies, accompanied by a 
detailed account of his journey, which will be 
printed. In answer to some enquiries, it ap- 
peared that a large proportion of the very large 
meetings that were held was composed of eman- 
cipated slaves, whose condition he reported to 
have been very much ameliorated since emanci- 
pation, and that in some islands the quantity of 
sugar is more than doubled since slavery was 
abolished ; but still there was some suffering in 
places through the dearth of provisions, so much 
more land being cultivated for sugar, and leaving 
less to raise other produce adequate to the wants 
of the people. 

There was also produced a minute respecting 
a deputation to the Emperor of the French, 
carrying with them an Address from the Meet- 
ing for Sufferings, on behalf of the Society, set- 
ting forth the iniquity of the immigration of 
slaves, under another term, and endeavoring to 
persuade him, as far as France was concerned, to 
put an end to the practice. 

In an interval of reading these minutes, a 
Friend addressed the meeting, and on taking a 
review of the proceedings thereof, he thought we 
might thank God and take courage ; but that in 
some Friends there appeared a disposition in their 
outward appearance to study expediency, rather 
than to look at matters of far deeper importance, 
from which as a Society we could never depart. 
He repeated the language of the Apostle,—“ All 
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things are lawful for me, but all things are not| was impressed, that, under the guidance of best 
expedient,” which ought to have its due weight | wisdom, it had been enabled, even on important 
with all; and in allusion to the right instruction | subjects on which there was a diversity of opinion, 
of the youth, he strongly recommended the Bio-| to carry on the discussions with a large amount 
graphy of our early Friends. Were he endeavor- | of brotherly condescension and harmony. 

ing to teach a youth any science, he should select 


such books as were best suited to elucidate the 
subject, and say,—‘ Read this with care, it is 
the best work on the subject ;” and he was con- 
vinced that reading the lives of our ancient 
Friends would be the best way to acquire a 


From the New York Evening Post. 
THE HABITS OF FISH. 


Remarks made by Rosert L. Pett, President of the 
American Institute, at the Farmers’ Ulub. 
(Concluded from page 637.) 


thorough knowledge of genuine unadulterated} SMELT (Osmerus eperlanus) isa very small 
Christianity, as professed by us, and that this} but most delicious fish, much resembling in many 
mode of acquiring such knowledge was preferable | of its habits the salmon. It enjoys the salt 
to any other. water, particularly in the vicinity of the mouths 
Sixth-day morning.—A short report of the} of rivers. Its mouth is filled with long pointed 
distribution of the “Salutation of Love,” issued | teeth, the eyes are large and body long; they 
by last Yearly Meeting, was read. It had gene-| spawn early in April, and then return to the 
rally been received and accepted. The clerk|sea. Shoals of the young fry are seen leisurely 
thought he might mention in connection with| swimming about the harbors from the Hudson 
this, that he had received a letter from the Clerk | river to Labrador, -during the early part of 
of one of those we denominate the “ Hicksite”’| August. Fresh smelt may be immediately known 
Yearly Meetings, that the Salutation had been| from the fact that they smell precisely like a 
distributed among their members, that they could| cucumber when first taken from the water. It 
accept and cordially unite with most of its con-| is green on the back and silvery on the sides. 
tents ; but he emphatically denied, on the part} THe SricKLEBACK ( Gasterosteus).—Thereare 
of himself and the body with which he was con-| several varieties of these fish in our waters, and 
nected, that the charges of having been carried | all of them more or less voracious. They some- 
away by a “refined spiritualism” even to a| times use their spines against each other with 
“denial of the Lord that bought them,” applied | fatal effect. They inhabit locations filled with 
in any way to them. rocks and sea weed, in which they construct a 


Some discussion took place on reading the re-| regular nest, in the month of April, as a recepta- 


port of books disposed of, respecting the Book of| cle for their spawn. After having deposited it, 
Extrac's, which a Friend strongly urged ought|the male or female is invariably found in its 
to be printed in a very cheap and portable form. | vicinity, and woe be to the fish that has the 
The advantages of such an edition were very ob-| temerity to approach too near, as their ferocity 
vious to Friends,—indeed, there seemed no op-| knows no bounds, and they never lose an oppor- 
position to it, and it was intimated that before|tunity of displaying it. Their nests are seven 
long the meeting would see its way clear to make} inches long, and shaped like a pear, and are 
a fresh arrangement to incorporate the appendix, | formed by matting together various alvee; these 


&c., and take the matter in hand. 

At the concluding sitting on sixth-day evening 
there was no business beyond reading the epistles 
to various Yearly Meetings, except to Philadel- 
phia, which meeting there seemed no openness 
to address; but the usual other documents were 
directed to be forwarded through their corres- 
pondents. 

These epistles were drawn up, as was the Gene- 
ral Epistle, with great care, and scarcely called 
for any alterations, and those of a trivial char- 
acter. After reading the General Epistle, several 
Friends expressed thankfulness for the document 
produced, so much in consonance with the feel- 
ings of the meeting. 

During the Yearly Meeting, on two occasions, 
some |Iriends expressed their comfort and sym- 
pathy with the manner in which the Clerk had 
been enabled, in resigning his own will, to con- 
duct the proceedings of the meeting, and by his 
minutes faithfully and fairly to record them. 

In conclusion the Clerk expressed and re- 
corded the thankfulness with which the meeting 


are tied by a thread which is passed around 
them in every imaginable direction; it is very 
long, exceedingly fine, elastic and strong as silk, 
and supposed to be formed by some albuminous 
| property contained in the fish. Their body is 
| fusiform, containing on the sides about thirty 
transverse plates, elevated from which there are 
several sharp spines, the first is placed above the 
base of the pectoral, the second above the fourth 
| lateral plate, the third near the dorsal fin. 
Happock (Gadus Mylefinus).—I have failed 
to fresh-waterize this well known fish. Like the 
cod, it is a native of the northern seas, where it 
congregates together in mighty shoals, and starts 
at stated seasons to visit certain coasts. It has 
a robust body, tapers behind, and is large in 
| front; the length of the head to the total length, 
'is as one to four ‘This fish is as commonas cod 
in the New York market, but far inferior as food. 
| In Massachusetts they are often used as manure. 
PincHaRD (Clussea Pilchardus.)—This fish 
is a species nearly resembling the common her- 
ring, and is better known abroad than in this 
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country. The head is flat, mouth destitute of | oceanic species (Hxocetus exilieus). The one I 
teeth, abdomen and sides silvery, back blue, | examined had a large head, large eyes, a silver 
and on each of the gill covers there is a black | color combined with gold, large round scales, and 
spot. These fish make their appearance on the|a back beautifully tinged with blue. The pecto- 
English coasts in immense shoals about the first| ral fins extended to the tail; they were lanceo- 
of July, disappear in October, and reappear in | late in form ; the lower part of the tail was far 
December. When a school approaches the shore | larger than the upper, and much forked. 

to spawn, they are surrounded by a seine, and| During a recent visit tomy farm, I had the 
twelve hundred tons, or four thousand three| good fortune to be able to settle the vexed ques- 
hundred hogsheads, are often taken at a haul. | tion which has bothered all the naturalists, from 
When landed they are piled up in cellars and|the days of Aristotle to the present time, re- 
salted ; after remaining about one month in this|specting eels: whether they were oviparous or 
state, they are cleansed, washed and packed in| viviparous. They are, as I surmised before, 
large casks containing nearly three thousand|oviparous. I found in a specimen examined by 
fish each. Pressure is then brought to bear, and|a microscope, an immense number of ova im- 
three and a half gallons of oil are extracted from | bedded in a white substance that kas always been 
each cask. Some of these fisheries produce one | taken for fat in the female asin the male. It 





hundred millions of fish per annum. presents the same white appearance in both. 
CLIMBING PeRcH (Anabas Scandeus).—This| M. Coste, of the College of France, says thé 
is a genus of fishes, the respiratory organs of| manner the eel generates is wholly unknown. 
which are constructed in such a manner as to fit} Fish eggs may be fecundated and transported 
them to live for a long space of time out of their| with the greatest ease to very great distances, 
native element. They have a pharyngeal appa-| without fear of failure, particularly the salmon 
ratus with which they keep their gills moist; if|and brook trout, which require from sixty to 
on land, some natural instinct guides them to| ninety days to mature. When two black specks 
water. are seen through the membraneous cuticle that 
Few fish are so constructed as to live perma-| covers the egg, they may be packed for exporta- 
nently at sea, remote from land, where the water|tion. The best plan is to place them between 
is more than three hundred feet in depth; as| wet woollen cloths, about fourteen inches square, 
pressure regulates the general distribution of} and pack in alternate layers in boxes, perforated 
fishes in the sea. They are chiefly found in the| at the top and bottom, so that the water used to 
bays, straits, and along the coasts, where their| moisten them at stated periods, may pass off, 
food abounds—with the exception of dolphins] after having saturated them sufficiently. 
and flying fish. The dolphin (Delphinus Delphis)| Another plan is to place the ova on aquatic 
commits great ravages among the enormous shoals | grass, to which they will adhere, and then fecun- 
of flying fish (Hxocetus Volitans) inhabiting the | date them by gently squeezing the male in such 
temperate latitudes, and it is a very remarkable | a manner that the milt will flow upon them, after 
fact that he necessarily seizes it as it endeavorsto| which they may be placed in pure running 
escape him, behind; and were it not for provi-} water for a week or two, according to the variety 
dent nature, he could not swallow it on account| of fish, after which pack them in a box, as above 
of its wings. The moment, however, it enters | described, and keep them constantly wet. 
his mouth, some internal management reverses} If intended to be sent to a great distance, you 
the fish, and it passes down his throat head first. | may place a layer of coarse sand, partially wet, 
This cetaceous animal much resembles the por-| in the bottom of a box four inches in depth ; on 
poise, but has a longer snout and more slender| this lay the prepared eggs separately, and cover 
body; it grows to ten feet in length, and is pos-| them with an inch of sand—then egys and sand 
sessed of the most brilliant colors: the back is| alternately until the box is full ; before the cover 
spangled with rich green sputs, the fins and tail| is screwed on, place the whole for two hours in 
are the color of gold, the lustre of which nothing | water and ship it. 
can surpass. ‘They have one young at a time,| I would recommend that it should be kept in 
which is suckled by the mother. They inhabit|a place where the temperature is equable, and 
every ocean from the poles to the equator, and | they will keep perfectly well for two months or 
are capable of enduring the two extremes of heat| more. When you wish to take them out, lift 
and cold equally well; they respire through the | the cover, and place the boxes in pure water for 
medium of lungs, and come to the surface tol]a couple of hours, after which the eggs may be 
breathe, throwing out water from an aperture in| removed safely and without injury. 
the head, precisely like a jet of steam from an| I once transported twelve hundred trout, of all 
engine; this hole is supplied with a valvular|sizes, to one of my ponds with perfect safety, 
apparatus, and opens, if I recollect right, di-| from a distant brook, thus, without changing the 
rectly above his eyes. I had the pleasure of ex- | water, making four journeys. 
amining one at sea, and imagined that I had] A large tierce was put upon a spring cart, and 
never seen anything more strikingly beautiful. | filled with pure spring water, into which an 
It had several flying fish in its stomach, of the! abundance of ice was placed. As the trout were 
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caught by treading the brook, ond thus driving 
them into a net, they were imprisoned in the 
tierce without handling, and arrived at the pond 
in safety ; without ice, they would have perished 
in half an hour. 


are abundantly supplied with water, which i is not 
the case. It isa well known fact that they 
breathe through their whole surface, and change 
their skins once a week ; their bodies are covered 
with a mucilaginous substance similar to the eel, 



















You may carry young salmon or trout in glass 
jars by railroad any distance without changing 
the water, by placing a few aquatic plants in 
with them. 

I am convinced that with judicious care, and 
ponds suited to the purpose, a branch of indus- 
try might be formed that would increase the 
wealth of the party attending to it unparalleled 
by any other business. 

Let me, then, recommend all gentlemen living 
near the coast on Long Island, and in New Jer- 
sey, wherever facilities offer, to make salt water 
ponds, by calling to their aid a portion of the 
sea, which may be carried inland by means of a 
short canal, and therein place fish to fat, besides 
breeding oysters. One fish so prepared for the 
table would be worth more as a luxury than six 
taken directly from the ocean, from the fact that 
the severe exertion required to be made by them 
to take their wary prey, only preserves their 
bodily health and strength, without adding to 
their fattening propensities. In such a pond, 
oysters might be artificially fecundated in such 
a manner as to afford very interesting results to 
science. I have been engaged some years ex 
perimenting with these admirable mollusks, not 
only in ponds where I have beds planted, but i:. 
the Hudson river also. 

THe Leecu—(Hirudo Medicinalis).—This 
genus of suctorial animals I placed in two ponds 
some ten years since; they were from Sweden; 
their habits are aquatic, and they are supplied 
with a sucker at both ends. After studying 
their characteristics for a long time, I found that 
they deposited their eggs, and then collected 
them into small balls and covered them with an 
excretion. 

I have counted in a leech eighty-five soft rings, 
by which means it gathers itself up, and swims 
with great agility. The head is small, and skin 
black, edged with a narrow line of yellow on the 
sides, and yellow spots on the back ; the abdo- 
men is red, interspersed with yellow spots. The 
mouth is armed with three cartilaginous jaws, so 
constructed as to form three radii of a circle, 
each having two rows of sharp semi-circular 
saws, with which they cut the skin by a sawing 
motion. This accounts for the tri-radiate form of 
their bite. Their digestion is very slow ; a sin- 
gle meal suffices for a year. They have but one 
inte-tine, a stomach with czcal sacs, and an 
esophagus. I have been able to detect eight 
eyes, situated on the sucking surface, above the 
mouth, but I believe they have more. 

Leeches are becoming scarce, from the fact 
that many errors are committed in the usual 
method adopted for preserving them. Being 
aquatic animals, it is considered sufficient if they 






























which enables them to move through the water 
with ease and celerity, besides preserving an 
erial stratum near their respiring surface. 
this matter is present in excess it kills them. 
They crawl over some resisting substance in their 
native element and rub it off; but when confined 
in water alone they are unable to denude them- 
selves, and consequently die in large numbers. 


When 


If you would preserve them fora long period, 


furnish them water, with moss, gravel, &., and 
change it once a week in winter and twice in 
summer. 
stroy them, they must be carefully watched. To 
enable you to judge what immense numbers are 
used by the medical profession, it is only neces- 
sary to state that nine millions are imported into 
London annually, by only five dealers. 
since, [ sent an Irishman into a leech pond to 
remove some willow limbs that had fallen, and 
when he came out his bare legs were bleeding 
profusely from the bites of some thirty leeches 
that had attached themselves thereto. 
never having seen a creature of the kind before, 
ran a mile and a-half to his fellows, screaming 
the while that he would bleed to death. 


As parasitic animals attack and de- 


Two years 


The man 


Permit me to inform the club that it is possi- 


ble to stock every stream in the State of New 


York with all the desirable varieties of fish in a 


single season, and all the waters in the United 


States that can be reached by railroad in a sin- 
gle year. Breeding ponds might be arranged 
along the Erie Canal ata trifling expense, in 
which billions of salmon and other fine fish could 


4e artificially raised and prepared for the pur- 


pose, then turned into the canal to distribute 
themselves. 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


Foreign InTELLIGENCE.—Advices from Liverpool to 
the 19th ult. have been received. 


EnGLtanp.—It was announced in the House of Com- 
mons on the 11th ult., that the government had sent 
a dispatch to India, disapproving of the policy of an- 
nexation, and disavowing the annexation of Dahr. 
That House has agreed to a council for the govern- 
ment of India, to consist of from 12 to 15 members. 

The bill abolishing the proj erty qualification for 
members of Parliament, and that extending the 
elective franchise in the s to occupiers of £10 
tenements, had both passed a second reading in the 
House of Lords, the latter, though opposed by the 
government, by a majority of 58. 

Two of the directors of the Royal British Bank had 
received a royal pardon, and a third would probably 
soon be liberated also. 


connti 


France.—Gen. Espinasse, who was appointed Minis- 
ter of the Interior, with the functions of Minister of 
Police, after the detection of the Orsini conspiracy, 
has resigned the office, and has been succeeded by a 
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civilian, M. Delangle, President of the Imperial Court 
of Paris. 

The French ministerial journals declare themselves 
in favor of the American view on the question of the 
right of search. 

Another attempt is reported to have been made to 
assassinate the Emperor, by shooting him while 
riding at Fontainebleau. Ten persons, all Italians, 
are said to have been concerued in it, four of whom 
had been arrested. 

The Bank of France had increased its specie nearly 
70,000,000 francs within a month. 


Switrzertanp.—T he Canton of Geneva has protested 
against the expulsion of refugees from Switzerland, 
and demanded that no such expulsion shall take 
place. 

Iraty.—A submarine cable has been successfully 
laid between Reggio and Messina. 


Inp1a.—Bareilly was occupied by the English troops 
under the commander-in-chief, on the 7th of 5th 
month, with very little resistance. Robilcund was 
said to be entirely in the hands of the British. An 
amnesty had been published, and tranquillity was 
partially restored. 

Coast or Arrica.—The French ship Regina Celi, 
which was engagedin procuring African emigrants, so 
called, was recently captured by the Africans on 
board, who murdered part of the crew, the remainder 
being on shore with the captain. At the request of 
the French Consul, the English mail steamer Ethiope 
recaptured the vessel, and took her into Monrovia, 
the capital of Liberia. Contentions arose between 
the French claimants and the English captors, respect- 
ing salvage, and a French war steamer at length took 
the Regina Celi, by force, from the Liberian Marshal, 
in whose charge she had been placed, and towed her 
off. The situation of the unfortunate Africans when 
captured, and their statements, proved that they were 
actually slaves, and had been obtained in the manner 
usual in the slave trade. The effect of the legaliza- 
tion of this traffic by the French government is stated 
to be a renewed and increased activity in the preda- 
tory wars so common on the African coast, carried on 
for the express purpose of furnishing victims to the 
traders. 

Sr. Dominco.—President Baez, of the Dominican 
republic, has capitulated to Gen. Santana, and was 
to leave St. Domingo for Curacoa on the 13th ult. 


Botivia.—The United States Minister has informed 
the government that an expedition was coming to ex- 
plore the rivers Paraguay, Pilcomayo and Vermejo, 
and inquired whether protection would oe extended to 
the undertaking. The answer of the government was 
satisfactory. 

CrentTraL America.—The government of Salvador is 
endeavoring to bring about a confederation of the 
five republics, and bas made overtures to that effect 
to the respective governments. A proposition for a | 
new alliance and treaty, and for stationing an allied 
force to guard the river San Juan and neighboring 
ports from further invasion, has been introduced into 
the congress of Guatemala, but was afterwards with- 
drawn. Salvador has also offered assistance to Peru, 
in case of a filibuster invasion. 

Mrxico.—The heavy tax on foreigners was causing | 
great excitement, and foreigners refusing to comply 
had been ordered to leave the country at three days’ 
notice. The American Minister had demanded and 
received his passports. The Liberals were every- 
where strengthening their positions, and Zuloaga was | 
about to seek refuge in Tampico. 





Domestic.—The latest dispatches from our Minister 
at London state that the British government haze | 
promptly issued orders to the West Indian squadron 
to discontinue the visits to American vessels which 
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have caused uneasiness. The government, reiterating 
friendly sentiments towards this country, does not 
insist on Visitation or search as a right, but desires a 
mutual understanding or arrangement as to the most 
prope: and acceptable manner of ascertaining the 
character of suspected slavers. 

The French Minister at Washington has officially 
informed Secretary Cass that the proceedings of F. 
Belly in Nicaragua were entirely unauthorized by the 
French government. 

Accounts from California are to the 5th ult. The 
excitement relative to the Frazer River gold mines 
continued, and 3000 persons were said to have left 
San Francisco for that region. The Californian mines 
were yielding largely. Agricultural prospects were 
very good. A fire at Nevada had destroyed nearly all 
the business portion of the city, and the town of San 
Andreas, in Calaveras county, had been entirely de- 
stroyed in the same way. 

An engagement is reported to have taken place on 
Snake River, Oregon, between the U.S. troops of Col. 
Steptoe, and 1500 Pelouse Indians, in which the for- 
mer were defeated, losing fifty men, and a number of 
animals and wagons. Fears were entertained of « 
general Indian outbreak. 

An effort was recently made to form a Vigilance 
Committee at Leavenworth, Kansas, but the publi 
meeting held to consider the subject adopted resolu- 
tions declaring that no necessity existed for such 
organization, and expressing entire confidence in the 
legal authorities. A mass meeting was held at Fort 
Scott, on the 15th ult., to endeavor to adjust the diffi- 
culties in that region. It was agreed that a thorough 
civil organization of the county should be made ; that 
all past offences should be referred to the Grand Jury : 
that all vexatious arrests should be refrained from, al! 
citizens held to a strict accountability, and protection 
afforded to travellers. Gov. Denver was present, and 
promised to withdraw the troops as soon as the civil 
organization should be completed, and peace fully re- 
stored. 

The latest news from Fort Bridger, 5th month 224d, 
is that all the civil officers would go to Salt Lake City 
the following week, and the road to the valley would 
then be declared open. A number of dissatisfied 
Mormons have arrived at Camp Scott, having returned 
under the protection of Gov. Cumming, and by per- 
mission of Brigham Young. It is supposed that the 
ultimate destination of the great body, who have emi- 


| grated southward from Salt Lake, is the Mexican State 


of Sonora. 

It is asserted, apparently on good authority, that 
many white settlers from Missouri and Arkansas have 
occupied the waste lands belonging to the Indians, in 
the territory west of Arkansas and south of Kansas. 
This course, though contrary to treaties, is said to be 
connived at by the Indian agents, and the supposed 
object is to prepare that region to become a slave 
State. 

An expedition has been dispatched, under the com- 
mand of Lieut. Brooke, to survey the Japanese seas, 
by direction of the Secretary of the Navy. It is to 
go by way of San Francisco, and will be accompanied 
by a Japanese who was rescued from a wreck some 
years since by an American vessel, and brought to 
this country, where he has acquired a knowledge of 
our language and customs. 

A suit has been decided in Warren Co., Ohio 
brought by a colored man against the election judges 
in one of the wards of Cincinnati, for refusing bi 
vote, on the ground that he was not a citizen of the 
United States. The case was tried three times in th: 
courts of Cincinnati, but the jury, in every instance, 
failed to agree. It was then removed to Warren Co.., 
where the plaintiff was awarded $500 damages. A 
new trial was granted by the Court. 
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